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AFTER REUNITING WITH HIS ESTRANGED DAUGHTER 
HOPE, CABLE SET OUT TO FIGHT A TECHNO-ORGANIC 
MONSTER THAT’S BEEN TORMENTING HIM FOR YEARS. 
DURING THE CONFLICT, THE MONSTER DUG INTO 
CABLE’S MIND, FORCING HIM TO CONFRONT THEIR 
LONG AND SORDID HISTORY. AS A RESULT OF THE FIGHT, 
CABLE’S BODY MAY HAVE BEEN IRREPARABLY DAMAGED. 
STEP BACKWARD IN HISTORY TO TRULY UNDERSTAND 
THE MUTANT OUT OF TIME’S 
FATE... REVISIT CABLE’S PAST 
TO UNDERSTAND HIS FEAR!

PAST FEARS
CHAPTER 2

PULLED FROM HIS OWN ERA AND RAISED IN A FAR-FLUNG 
FUTURE, NATHAN SUMMERS HAS TRAVERSED TIME IN AN EFFORT 

TO SAVE HUMAN AND MUTANT ALIKE. HE IS THE LINK BETWEEN 
THE PAST, THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURE. HE IS KNOWN BY MANY 

NAMES, BUT TO MOST HE IS SIMPLY THE MAN CALLED…
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nathan, 
are you okay? 

you never 
get sick...

I 
wanna be 
with other 
mutants.

I promise, 
one day you 

will be. for now, 
you’re stuck with 
your old man, 
like it or not. 
that’s the end 

of it. 

this is gross. I wanna 
go back to james. and 

laura. and logan. 

I’m sorry. 
x-force were 
the ones that 
told us to go. 

they know you’re 
safer with 

me. I don’t 
feel very 

safe.

I’m 
fine.

back in the 
wastelands again 

with no destination 
but forward. 

despair is the only thing intact in 
this future. but it’s safer than the one 
we just left behind. a horrid world 

ruled by my insane clone, stryfe.

hope will never 
understand why 
we had to come 
back here and 
leave x-force. 

they’re the 
closest thing she’s 
ever had to friends.

she’s too 
innocent to be 

afraid, so I carry 
the fear for her. 

using telekinesis for the first time in years 
drained me. it weakened my resolve against the 

techno-organic virus, and it wants to take over. 

we need to keep moving, but my body 
can’t take another timeslide. not yet. 

THE NEAR FUTURE.* THE NEAR FUTURE.* 
*this issue takes place immediately 
after x-force (2009) #16 --ds!



we need to get some 
rest and find food. 

open spaces breed paranoia. 
bishop can’t be far behind. he’s 
convinced that his mission to 
kill hope is the only recourse. 

his mind’s slipping further 
into desperation.  

it should 
be normal. 
he’s been on 

our tail 
for years. 
but I can’t
 shake the 

feeling that 
this time...

nathan?

that doesn’t make 
sense. is there 
one out there 

who is exactly 
like you?

no. but 
my half-
brother 

and I are 
similar.

you have a 
brother?! 

his name 
is nate grey. 
I’m sure you’ll 

meet him 
some day. 

does he have 
powers like you? do 

all mutants have powers 
like you? will I? what

 were those cool things 
that came out of 

logan’s hands?

 I know. 
 I know. 

so we can be 
aware of our 
surroundings. 

hope, please stop. 
you’ll get all the 

answers you’re looking 
for in time. right 
now, we need to 

listen so-- 

how long 
‘til I get 
to use my 
powers?

but you 
just said 
stryfe--

mutants, like any other living creature, are all 
unique with different powers. there’s no one
 out there like me, and there’s no one out 

there like you.

quiet.

look!

does 
everyone have 
someone who 
looks just 
like them?

 yes, 
hope?

no. stryfe 
is my clone. 

an identical 
copy of me on 
the outside, but 

nothing like 
me on the 

inside. 



people! I bet 
they have 

food!

hope, 
get back 

here! 

...it’s 
something 

worse.



hold 
up, now. if 

ya plan on stayin’ 
the night, yer gonna 

hafta place those 
guns down on the 
ground where we 

can see ‘em.
and 

we’re gonna 
hafta search 

the girl. 

we 
won’t be 
staying.  

oi, strangers! 
approach slowly 

so we can see those 
hands.

don’t get 
many ‘round here. 

can’t never be 
too prudent.

hope, 
stay behind 

me. 

well, then off 
with yas. get 

goin’. hold on, 
edmund. at 

least let ‘em 
have a 
taste. 

y’all 
must be half-

starved.

 go on, 
darlin’.

hope, fall 
back. that 
isn't for 

us.

why 
not?


